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methods more subtle than the mere tenois of the law
Ivove is one of these The person of winning personality
attracts his pupils (or hers) who will do anything for his
sake and are fond and eager in all their ways, docile to
that point where personality is submerged, and they
live on the smiles, pensh on the averted looks, of the
adored teacher Parents look on with a smile and think
that all is well, but Bob 01 Mary is losing that growing
time which should make a sell-dependent, sell-ordered
person, and is day by day becoming a paiasite who can
go only as he is carried, the easy prey of lanatic or dema-
gogue This sort ot encioachmcnt upon the love of
children offers as a motive, ' do this ioi my vsake ', wrong
is to be avoided lest it gneve the tcachci, good is to be
done to pleasure him , toi this end a boy leai us his lessons.,
behaves pioperly, shows good will, ptoduees a whole
catalogue of schoolboy virtues and yet his character
is being undermined

' Suggestion ' goes to work moic subtly The teacher
has mastered the gamut of motives which play upon
human nature and every suggestion is aimed at one or
other of these He may not use the nurseiy suggestions
of lollipops or bogies but he does in leahty employ these
if expressed in more spiritual values, suggestions subtly
applied to the idiosyncracics of a given child v Sugges-
tion * is too subtle to be illtistiated with advantage
Dr Stephen Faget holds that it should be used only as
a surgeon uses an anaesthetic, but it is mi instrument
easy to handle, and unconsideied suggestion plays on a
child's mind as the winds on a weathercock. " Unstable
as water, thou shalt not excel" is the unfoitunate child's
doom, for how is it possible foi stability of,mind and
character to evolve tinder a continual play of changing
suggestions? But this it will be said is tine of the
unconsidered suggestion. What of a carefully laid train,
all leading in the same direction, to produce perseverance,